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Project name  “Interactive and virtual presentation of cultural heritage & cinema” 
(Project acronym: CINECULTURE) 

Project partner: Municipality of Bitola 

The brothers Janaki and Milton Manaki are the first 

cameramen in the Balkans. In Bitola in honor of the 

work of the Manaki brothers, the International 

Festival "Manaki Brothers" has been held for 40 

years, which is a visual ode in honor of the 

cinematographers. 

The Municipality of Bitola, after almost a century of 

the cinema of the Manaki brothers, in the same 

place where brothers Janaki and Milton with the 

family offered the spectacle of moving pictures of 

the people of Bitola and all other curious intentions, 

renewed and put into operation the cinema Manaki 

This building is only one of our contributions to the 

cultural pledge in honor of the Manaki brothers but 

also our duty in nurturing film culture. 

At the celebration of the 41st edition of the ICFF 

"Manaki Brothers" which took place on September 

19, 2020, was promoted with video material. 

The cinema equipment installed in Manaki Cinema 

is part of the CINECULTURE project which is realized 

within the program Interreg IPA Cross-border 

Cooperation Program Greece - The Republic of 

North Macedonia 2014-2020. 

The value of the cinema equipment (projector, 

projection screen, audio equipment, laptop, cable 

installation and other equipment) is 64,215 euros.  

With the adaptation of the Manaki Cinema and the 

cinema equipment, the Manaki Brothers Festival 

(which has been successfully realized since 1979), 

gets another professional cinema hall for program 

activities. 
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The procurement of equipment for the cinemas in 

Bitola and Edessa is directly related to the tourist 

promotion and development of both cities. 

International Cinematographers Film Festival 

"Manaki Brothers" is an important cultural event of 

international character, and the exploitation of 

space in the area of Waterfalls Geo-Park and Mills 

area is a tourist attraction, which creates an 

alternative proposal for a visit. 

The "Cineculture" project aims to create a common 

tourism brand in the cross-border area, by 

valorizing the cultural, natural, architectural 

heritage, the work of the first filmmakers in the 

Balkans, the Manaki brothers and creating and 

promoting a new tourism product. 

Through the use of new technologies, the tourist 

resources from the cross-border area are promoted 

and highlighted, with special emphasis on the 

cultural heritage and contemporary cultural 

creation of the project partner cities, enriched with 

valorization of the traditional architecture and 

buildings in Varoshi in Edessa and the Old Theater 

in Bitola. 

The aim of the "Cineculture" project is to attract 

visitors from the wider cross-border area and to 

extend their stay in both cities for more than one 

day. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


